World Citizenship and the Language Problem

far more success than its predecessors, is a simple and
flexible language. It derives its vocabulary almost entirely
from Western languages, and its grammar is very simple, its
pronunciation is euphonious, and it lends itself easily to the
introduction of new words. There may be certain defects
in it, such as the arbitrary choice of roots from existing
languages, which makes Esperanto easier to read than to
speak; but experience has shown that it is perfectly prac-
ticable. People attending Esperanto congresses from all
parts of the world and meeting for the first time converse
fluently in it. Propaganda has now been conducted system-
atically and extensively for about fifty years, and on the
whole has not been seriously prejudiced by the efforts of
rival bodies like those professing Ido, Esperantido and
Occidental. The number of people who speak Esperanto is
estimated at between i \ and 2 millions, though there are no
reliable statistical data on the subject. Yet, as we have
already said, much more widespread interest is necessary.

Esperanto has a literature which is constantly growing
and exceeds the requirements of the most voracious student.
It is in daily use by fluent writers and speakers of many
occupations, ranks and interests, and consequently cannot
be dismissed as a mere theoretical project; therefore its
ctetm to be a final solution to one of the pressing problems
of modern times deserves careful consideration.

In 1919 the International Research Council recommended
the appointment of an international committee to investigate
the whole question of an international language, and this
was followed by the report of the British Association Com-
mittee in 1921 which has already been mentioned. In 1920,
the, subject was discussed at the General Congress of the
World Union of International Associations, and a resolution
in favour of Esperanto was passed with only one dissentient.
In 1922, a report was presented to the Third Assembly of
the League of Nations which was in general agreement with
the findings of the British Association Committee, except